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Massive winter storm brings frigid 
temps, snow and ice to U.S. 


Rows of headstones at the North Dakota Veterans Cemetery are blanketed by drifting snow Thurs- 
day, Dec. 22, 2022, in Mandan, N.D 
Associated Press 
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Massive winter storm brings frigid temps, snow and ice to U.S. 


By 
HEATHER 
HOLLING- 
SWORTH and JILL BLEED 
Associated Press 
MISSION, Kan. (AP) — Tens 
of millions of Americans en- 
dured bone-chilling tem- 
peratures, blizzard condi- 
tions, power outages and 
canceled holiday gather- 
ings Friday from a winter 
storm that forecasters said 
was nearly unprecedent- 
ed in its scope, exposing 
about 60% of the U.S. popu- 
lation to some sort of winter 
weather advisory or warn- 
ing. 
More than 200 million peo- 
ple were under an advisory 
or warning on Friday, the 
National Weather Service 
said. The weather service's 
map "depicts one of the 
greatest extents of winter 
weather warnings and ad- 
visories ever," forecasters 
said. 
Power outages have left 
more than 1.4 million homes 
and businesses in the dark, 
according to the web- 
site PowerOutage, which 
tracks utility reports. 
And more than 4,100 flights 
within, into or out of the 
U.S. were canceled Friday, 
according to the tracking 
site FlightAware, causing 
more mayhem as travelers 
try to make it home for the 
holidays. Some airports, in- 
cluding Seattle-Tacoma In- 
ternational Airport, closed 
runways. 
The huge storm stretched 
from border to border. In 
Canada, 
WestJet 
can- 
celed all flights Friday at To- 
ronto Pearson International 
Airport, beginning at 9 a.m. 
And in Mexico, migrants 
waited near the U.S. border 
in unusually cold tempera- 
tures as they awaited a U.S. 
Supreme Court decision on 
whether and when to lift 
pandemic-era 
restrictions 
that prevent many from 
seeking asylum. 
Forecasters said a bomb 
cyclone — when atmo- 
spheric pressure drops very 
quickly in a strong storm — 
had developed near the 
Great Lakes, stirring up bliz- 
zard conditions, including 
heavy winds and snow. 
"The impacts are perhaps 
far greater than they might 
be in the middle of winter 
during a typical weekend 
without a holiday," said 


Greg Carbin, chief of fore- 
cast operations for the 
Weather Prediction Center 
at the National Weather 
Service, noting that while 
the blizzard conditions and 
Arctic air may set some 
records, the storm isn't un- 
precedented. 
Even though fleets of snow 
plows and salt trucks have 
been 
deployed, 
driving 
was hazardous and some- 
times deadly. A Kansas 
City, Missouri, driver died 
Thursday after skidding into 
a creek. And in the Chica- 
go suburb of Des Plaines, a 
pickup truck driver was hos- 
pitalized after sliding into a 
pond. 
State police in Michigan 
said in tweets that nine 
tractor-trailers 
crashed 
on Interstate 94 in Berrien 
County in the western part 
of the state. 
Activists also were rushing 
to get the homeless out of 
the cold. Nearly 170 adults 
and children were keeping 
warm early Friday in Detroit 
at a shelter and a warming 
center that are designed 
to hold 100 people. 
"This is a lot of extra people" 


but "you can't" turn anyone 
away, said Faith Fowler, the 
executive director of Cass 
Community Social Services, 
which runs both facilities. 
In Chicago, Andy Robledo 
planned to spend the day 
organizing efforts to check 
on 
unhoused 
people 
through his nonprofit, Feed- 
ing People Through Plants. 
Robledo and volunteers 
build tents modeled on ice- 
fishing tents, including a 
plywood subfloor. 
"It's not a house, it's not an 
apartment, it's not a hotel 
room. But it's a huge step 
up from what they had be- 
fore," Robledo said. 
In Portland, Oregon, offi- 
cials opened five emergen- 
cy shelters. Fallen trees and 
power lines have closed 
roads across the Portland 
metro area. And nearly 50 
miles (80 kilometers) of In- 
terstate 84, a major high- 
way through the Columbia 
River Gorge, were closed 
Friday morning. 
All bus service was sus- 
pended in the greater Se- 
attle area Friday morning 
due to an ice storm that 
made travel treacherous. 


In far northern Indiana, 
lake-effect snow rolling off 
Lake Michigan could boost 
storm totals to well over a 
foot in some areas by Sun- 
day, said Mark Steinwedel, 
a meteorologist with the 
National Weather Service 
in Syracuse, Indiana. 
"It's really going to add up," 
he said, predicting "pretty 
awful travel." 
The weather service is fore- 
casting the coldest Christ- 
mas in more than two 
decades in Philadelphia, 
where school officials shift- 
ed classes online Friday. 
In South Dakota, Gov. Kristi 
Noem late Thursday acti- 
vated the state's National 
Guard to haul firewood 
from the Black Hills Forest 
Service to the Rosebud 
Sioux Tribe as some mem- 
bers were stranded in their 
homes with dwindling fuel. 
Other tribes also were strug- 
gling, including the Oglala 
Sioux Tribe in the western 
part of the state, which 
was using snowmobiles to 
reach members who live 
at the end of miles-long dirt 
roads. 
But with the vehicles break- 


ing down in the 10-foot 
drifts, officials were con- 
sidering using horses to 
deliver essentials to some 
homes. Tribal officials have 
reached out to the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency for help. 
"It's been one heck of a 
fight so far," said tribal Presi- 
dent Frank Star Comes Out. 
In Maine, gusts approach- 
ing 70 mph (113 kph) were 
reported along the coast 
Friday morning. Atop New 
Hampshire's Mount Wash- 
ington, the tallest peak in 
the Northeast, the wind 
topped 130 mph (210 kph). 
The governor closed state 
offices, 
ferry 
service 
to 
Casco Bay islands was sus- 
pended and flooding was 
leading to some water res- 
cues. 
The cold was putting a 
strain on utilities. The na- 
tion's largest public utility 
asked businesses and the 
public in a tweet to reduce 
usage as much as possible 
without sacrificing safety. 
The Tennessee Valley Au- 
thority, 
which 
provides 
electricity to 10 million peo- 
ple in Tennessee and parts 
of the surrounding states 
of 
Alabama, 
Mississippi, 
Kentucky, Georgia, North 
Carolina and Virginia, also 
warned that there may be 
brief, 
intermittent 
power 
outages. 
It was so bad in Vermont 
that Amtrak canceled ser- 
vice for the day, and non- 
essential state offices were 
closing early. 
"I'm hearing from crews 
who are seeing grown trees 
ripped out by the roots," 
Mari 
McClure, 
president 
of Green Mountain Power, 
the state's largest utility, 
said at a news conference. 
In 
eastern 
Iowa, 
sports 
broadcaster Mark Woodley 
became a Twitter sensation 
after he was called on to 
do live stand ups in the wind 
and snow because sport- 
ing events were called off. 
By midday Friday, a com- 
pilation of his TV stand-ups 
had been viewed nearly 5 
million times on Twitter. 
"I've got good news and 
I've got bad news," he told 
an anchor. "The good news 
is that I can still feel my face 
right now. The bad news is, I 
kind of wish I couldn't."q 


Information signs are seen Terminal 3 at O'Hare International Airport in Chicago, Thursday, Dec. 
22, 2022. 
Associated Press 
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By TARA COPP 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Mili- 
tary bases that housed 
tens of thousands of Af- 
ghan refugees in the U.S. 
incurred almost $260 million 
in damages that in some 
cases rendered buildings 
unusable for troops until sig- 
nificant repairs to walls and 
plumbing are made, the 
Pentagon’s inspector gen- 
eral found. 
Over the last two weeks 
of August 2021, the U.S. Air 
Force managed the largest 
humanitarian 
evacuation 
in its history, airlifting 120,000 
people from Afghanistan in 
just 17 days. 
The bulk of those passen- 
gers were Afghans flee- 
ing Taliban rule, and U.S. 
aircraft delivered tens of 
thousands of those Afghans 
initially to bases in Qatar, 


the United Arab Emirates, 
Spain, Italy, Bahrain and 
Germany. 
After processing, many of 
the refugees were flown 
to eight military bases in 
the U.S., where many were 


housed for months as they 
awaited visa processing 
and resettlement; the last 
Afghan refugee left military 
housing in February. 
The refugees were housed 
at Fort Bliss, Texas; Joint 


Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehu- 
rst, New Jersey; Fort Mc- 
Coy, 
Wisconsin.; 
Camp 
Atterbury, 
Indiana; 
Fort 
Pickett, Fort Lee, and Ma- 
rine Corps Base Quantico, 
Virginia; and Holloman Air 
Force Base, New Mexico. 
The sheer volume of peo- 
ple in the temporary hous- 
ing left those barracks and 
buildings with significant 
wear and tear, the inspec- 
tor general found. 
In one case, training for the 
Indiana 
National 
Guard 
was relocated from Camp 
Atterbury to Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky, due to damages 
caused during “Operation 
Allies Welcome.” The facili- 
ties need to be restored “to 
a condition that enables 
them to conduct trainings, 
prepare for future events, 
and return to normal base 
operations,” the IG found. 


For example, of the $260 
million in approved resto- 
ration costs, the Defense 
Department 
approved 
about $16 million for Camp 
Atterbury “to replace mat- 
tresses and furniture and 
repair floors, doors, win- 
dows, plumbing, fire alarm 
systems, and landscaping.” 
But the inspector general 
questioned whether all the 
repair work requested by 
the eight bases was con- 
nected to the refugees’ 
stay. 
For 
example, 
Fort 
Mc- 
Coy, which housed 12,706 
refugees, was approved 
for $145.6 million to repair 
buildings and plumbing, 
an amount that was more 
than three times the com- 
bined restoration needs of 
Fort Bliss and Fort Pickett, 
which had housed similar 
numbers of refugees.q 


By NICHOLAS RICCARDI 
Associated Press 
Congress on Friday gave 
final passage to legislation 
changing the arcane law 
that governs the certifica- 
tion of a presidential con- 
test, the strongest effort 
yet to avoid a repeat of 
Donald Trump’s violence- 
inflaming push to reverse 
his loss in the 2020 election. 
The House passed an over- 
haul of the Electoral Count 
Act as part of its massive, 
end-of-the-year spending 
bill, after the Senate ap- 
proved identical wording 
Thursday. The legislation 
now goes to President Joe 
Biden for his signature. 
Biden hailed the provisions’ 
inclusion in the spending 
bill in a statement Friday, 
calling it “critical bipartisan 
action that will help ensure 
that the will of the people is 
preserved.” 
It’s the most significant leg- 
islative response Congress 
has made yet to Trump’s 
aggressive efforts to up- 
end the popular vote, and 
a step that been urged by 
the House select commit- 
tee that conducted the 
most thorough investiga- 
tion into the violent siege of 
the Capitol. 
The provisions amending 


the 1887 law which has 
long been criticized as 
poorly and confusingly writ- 
ten won bipartisan support 
and would make it harder 
for future presidential losers 
to prevent the ascension of 
their foes, as Trump tried to 
do on Jan. 6, 2021. 
“It’s a monumental ac- 
complishment, particularly 
in this partisan atmosphere, 
for such a major rewrite of 
a law that’s so crucial to 


our democracy,” said Rick 
Hasen, a law professor at 
the University of California 
Los Angeles. “This law goes 
a long way toward shutting 
down the avenues Trump 
and his allies tried to use 
in 2020, and could have 
been exploited in future 
elections.” 
On Jan. 6, Trump target- 
ed Congress’ ratification 
of the Electoral College’s 
vote. He tried to exploit 


the vice president’s role 
in reading out the states’ 
electors to get Mike Pence 
to block Biden from be- 
coming the next president 
by omitting some states 
Biden won from the roll. The 
new provisions make clear 
that the vice president’s re- 
sponsibilities in the process 
are merely ceremonial and 
that the vice president has 
no say in determining who 
actually won the election. 


The new legislation also rais- 
es the threshold required 
for members of Congress 
to object to certifying the 
electors. 
Before, only one member 
of the House and Senate 
respectively had to object 
to force a roll call vote on 
a state’s electors. That 
helped make objections to 
new presidents something 
of a routine partisan tac- 
tic Democrats objected to 
certifying both of George 
W. Bush’s elections and 
Trump’s in 2016. 
Those objections, however, 
were mainly symbolic and 
came 
after 
Democrats 
had conceded that the 
Republican 
candidates 
won the presidency. On 
Jan. 6, 2021, Republicans 
forced a vote on certifying 
Biden’s wins in Arizona and 
Pennsylvania even after 
the violent attack on the 
Capitol, as Trump contin- 
ued to insist falsely that he 
won the election. 
That led some members of 
Congress to worry the pro- 
cess could be too easily 
manipulated. 
Under the new rules, one- 
fifth 
of 
each 
chamber 
would be required to force 
a vote on states’ slates of 
electors. q 


In this image released in the final report by the House select committee investigating the Jan. 6 
attack on the U.S. Capitol, on Thursday, Dec. 22, 2022, President Donald Trump talks on the phone 
to Vice President Mike Pence from the Oval Office of the White House on the morning of Jan. 6, 
2021. 
Associated Press 


Congress approves new election rules in Jan. 6 response 


U.S. Military Police walk past Afghan refugees at the Village at 
the Ft. McCoy U.S. Army base on Sept. 30, 2021 in Ft. McCoy, 
Wis. 
Associated Press 
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By STEFANIE DAZIO 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Fed- 
eral 
lawmakers 
have 
changed 
19th-century 
maritime liability rules for 
accident victims and their 
families in response to the 
2019 boat fire off the coast 
of Southern California that 
killed 34 people. 
The Small Passenger Ves- 
sel Liability Fairness Act was 
included in the $858 billion 
defense spending bill that 
President Joe Biden signed 
Friday. 
It updates the Limitation of 
Liability Act of 1851, under 
which boat owners were 
able to limit their liability to 
the value of the remains of 
the vessel. In the case of 


the Conception, the scuba 
diving boat where an infer- 
no trapped 33 passengers 
and one crew member in 
the bunkroom below deck 
off Santa Barbara three 
years ago, the boat was a 
total loss. 
Now owners of small pas- 
senger vessels can be held 
legally responsible for dam- 
ages in accidents and in- 
cidents, regardless of the 
boat’s value afterward. 
The final version of the law, 
sponsored last year by 
California Democrats Rep. 
Salud Carbajal and Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein, is not ret- 
roactive and will not apply 
in the case of the Concep- 
tion, one of the deadliest 
maritime tragedies in re- 


cent U.S. history. 
“This 
is 
an 
important 
change, inspired by the 
families of the 34 precious 
lives lost on the Conception 
in 2019, that will ensure fam- 
ilies of future maritime disas- 
ters do not face the same 
antiquated 
laws 
when 
seeking the support they 
deserve,” Carbajal, who 
represents the area where 
the disaster occurred, said 
in a news release. 
The 1851 law is a time-test- 
ed legal maneuver that 
has been successfully em- 
ployed by owners of vessels 
from the Titanic to count- 
less others, some as small 
as Jet Skis. It has its origins in 
18th-century England and 
was meant to promote the 


shipping business. 
A suit filed by the Concep- 
tion’s owners to limit their 
liability remains ongoing in 
federal court. 


The Passenger Vessel Asso- 
ciation, a trade group, did 
not immediately respond to 
a request for comment.q 


This undated file photo provided by the National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB) shows the wreckage of the dive boat 
Conception on a dock in Southern California. 


Associated Press 


U.S. maritime liability rules changed after 2019 boat fire 


By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
military forces around the 
world will no longer be re- 
quired to get the COVID-19 
vaccine, after the man- 
date was lifted under an 
$858 billion defense spend- 
ing bill passed by Congress 
and signed into law Friday 
by President Joe Biden. 
The department has 30 
days to work out the de- 
tails for rescinding the man- 
date. The Pentagon said 
Friday that in the meantime 
the military services would 
pause any personnel ac- 
tions, such as discharging 
troops who refused the 
shot, and all troops would 
still be encouraged to get 
vaccinated and boosted. 
Biden had opposed the 
Republican-backed provi- 
sion, agreeing with Defense 
Secretary Lloyd Austin that 
lifting the mandate was not 
in the best interests of the 
military, according to White 
House officials. But he ulti- 
mately accepted GOP de- 
mands in order to win pas- 
sage of the legislation. 
The contentious political 
issue, which has divided 
America, forced more than 
8,400 troops out of the mili- 
tary for refusing to obey a 
lawful order when they de- 
clined to get the vaccine. 
Thousands of others have 
sought religious and medi- 


cal exemptions. 
The new law effectively 
ends those exemption re- 
quests, but questions re- 
main about whether any 
limited 
restrictions 
may 
continue for troops on spe- 
cific missions or assigned to 
areas of the world where 
vaccination is still required. 
Austin, who instituted the 
mandate last August after 
the Pfizer vaccine was ap- 
proved by the Food and 
Drug Administration and as 
the coronavirus pandemic 
raged, was staunch in his 
desire to maintain it insisting 
the vaccine was necessary 


to protect the health of the 
force. And he and other 
defense leaders argued 
that for decades troops, 
particularly those deployed 
overseas, have been re- 
quired to get as many as 17 
different vaccines. No oth- 
er vaccine mandates were 
affected by the new law. 
But Congress agreed to 
rescind the mandate, with 
opponents reluctantly say- 
ing that perhaps it had al- 
ready succeeded in get- 
ting the bulk of the force 
vaccinated. Roughly 99% 
of active-duty troops in the 
Navy, Air Force and Marine 


Corps had gotten the vac- 
cine, and 98% of the Army. 
The Guard and Reserve 
rates are lower, but gener- 
ally are more than 90%. 
After signing the defense 
bill on Friday, Biden said in 
a statement that certain 
provisions “raise concerns,” 
but overall it “provides vital 
benefits and enhances ac- 
cess to justice for military 
personnel and their fami- 
lies, and includes critical 
authorities to support our 
country’s national defense, 
foreign affairs, and home- 
land security.” 
The bill includes about $45 


billion more for defense 
programs than Biden had 
requested 
and 
roughly 
10% more than last year’s 
bill as lawmakers looked to 
account for inflation and 
boost the nation’s military 
competitiveness with Chi- 
na and Russia. It includes 
a 4.6% pay raise for service- 
members and the Defense 
Department’s civilian work- 
force. According to U.S. of- 
ficials, the department will 
take at least some of the 
next 30 days to work out 
the details of rescinding the 
vaccine mandate and de- 
cide what specific orders 
will come from Austin and 
what, if any, flexibility he will 
leave to service secretaries 
and chiefs. 
Defense officials familiar 
with the ongoing discus- 
sions said there have been 
high-level meetings on the 
issue with some spirited dis- 
cussions, and that service 
leaders have made it clear 
that they want clear, spe- 
cific guidance and for ev- 
eryone to implement the 
new directive the same 
way.q 
The officials, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity to 
discuss internal delibera- 
tions, said the department 
is reviewing legal and med- 
ical advice as they figure 
out how to mitigate any 
potential health risks in mili- 
tary missions. q 


Staff Sgt. Travis Snyder, left, receives the first dose of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine given at Madigan 
Army Medical Center at Joint Base Lewis-McChord in Washington state, Dec. 16, 2020, south of 
Seattle. 


Associated Press 
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By DEREK GATOPOULOS 
Associated Press 
LYKOFI, Greece (AP) — Ac- 
companied by a cloud of 
mosquitos, 
Police 
Capt. 
Konstantinos Tsolakidis and 
three other border guards 
set out on a boat patrol 
along the Evros River that 
forms a natural frontier be- 
tween Greece and Turkey. 
The 
route 
takes 
them 
through a maze formed by 
tall reeds, past clusters of 
flamingos and boat trippers 
visiting a nature reserve 
where the river fans out to 
meet the Mediterranean. 
The Evros called the Meric 
River in Turkey runs through 
one of the remotest parts of 
Europe. It’s also becoming 
one of its most militarized as 
Greece and the wider Eu- 
ropean Union work on ways 
to prevent migrants from 
entering the country from 
Turkey. 
In 2023, Greece plans to 
triple the length of a steel 
border wall. The five-meter 
(16-foot) 
high 
structure, 
made with sturdy steel col- 
umns, has foundation sup- 
ports up to 10 meters deep 
and is topped with razor 
wire and an anti-grip metal 
scaling barrier. 
In army-controlled areas on 
the Greek side of the bor- 
der, the EU is funding and 
testing an advanced sur- 
veillance network that uses 
machine-learning software 
and an array of fixed and 
mobile cameras and sen- 
sors to detect migrants try- 
ing to cross the border. 
Critics of the measures ar- 
gue that Greece is tough- 
ening 
authoritarian 
poli- 
cies against migrants and 
asylum-seekers, operating 
in the shadows in border ar- 
eas that are under military 
control and where outside 
civilian monitors are denied 
access. A visit by Associ- 
ated Press journalists to the 
Greek-Turkish border area 
took place under military 
and police supervision. 
Police and border residents 
say they are just happy that 
the wall is working. 
“It’s impossible to pene- 
trate,” says Tsolakidis, who 
supervises patrols along a 
southern section of the bor- 
der. “It’s been built in ar- 
eas along the Evros where 
crossings were most fre- 


quent. And the deterrence 
capacity is 100%.” 
In a post-pandemic surge 
of 
activity, 
more 
than 
250,000 migrant crossings 
have been prevented this 
year at the land border be- 
tween Greece and Turkey 
through late November, 
according to Greek au- 
thorities. During the same 
period, more than 5,000 
people were detained af- 
ter making it across the 
river. 
Border guards, who use 
sniffer dogs, loudspeakers 
and powerful spotlights on 
patrols, say multiple inci- 
dents involving up to 1,000 
migrants aren’t uncommon 
in a single day during the 
summer and early fall when 
water levels along the Evros 
hit an annual low. 
Small islets, some straddling 
the midpoint of the river 
where the border techni- 
cally lies, seasonally reap- 
pear, 
making 
crossings 
easier. 
Completed in 2021, the 
wall currently spans 27 ki- 
lometers (17 miles) in three 
separate sections but is 
considered to be effective 
over an additional 10 kilo- 
meters (six miles) because 
of ground conditions. Au- 
thorities plan to add up to 
another 100 kilometers (60 
miles) of the steel barrier to 
cover most of the 192-kilo- 
meter (120-mile) land bor- 
der. 
When wall building started 


at the border a decade 
ago, it was met with heated 
political debate and public 
demonstrations backed by 
left-wing parties and Greek 
human rights groups. 
Reaction this time around 
has been muted. 
With little discussion, parlia- 
ment recently passed an 
emergency 
amendment 
sanctioning the extension, 
with rules for commercial 
tenders and cost control 
safeguards both waived 
through June 30, 2023. 
A poll published by pri- 
vate 
Antenna 
television 
found that nearly two thirds 
of Greek voters support 
tougher measures to con- 
trol migration, with just 8.1% 
arguing that policing needs 
to be relaxed. Backing for 
the tougher measures was 
reported across party lines, 
and includes more than 
60% of voters from the left- 
wing main opposition party 
which officially opposes the 
wall extension. 
The October survey was 
conducted by the Marc 
polling company for the 
private Greek channel. 
At one newly built section 
of the wall, buds of cot- 
ton from nearby farms are 
caught in the razor wire, 
while wild goats, cut off 
from their usual grazing 
grounds, scour the river- 
bank for something to eat. 
A 
few 
hundred 
meters 
westward, 41-year-old farm 
worker 
Stavros 
Lazaridis 


tosses bales of hay onto a 
truck. He says the extension 
can’t come fast enough. 
“Before the wall went up, 
we had a lot of trouble. 
More than 200 or 300 (mi- 
grants) could cross through 
the village in a single day. 
It was out of control,” he 
said. 
The local police station has 
retrieved pickup trucks sto- 
len by smugglers in border 
villages and abandoned 
near a bus station in the 
northern Greek port city of 
Thessaloniki. Piles of clothes, 
dumped by migrants trav- 
eling with just a small back- 
pack, are often found near 
highways in the area. 
Border 
village 
residents, 
Lazaridis says, used to be 
sympathetic to migrants, 
many of whom are fleeing 
wars in the Middle East to 
seek asylum in Europe, but 
they have grown tired of 
the nightly disruptions. 
“There are old people who 
live in these villages, many 
living by themselves, and 
they are scared to leave 
their homes,” he said. “It’s 
quiet here now, but fur- 
ther north where there’s no 
(wall). things are still crazy.” 
Polling data suggests resi- 
dents of other EU frontier 
states, 
including 
Poland 
and the Baltic nations, have 
also become more secu- 
rity conscious as threats like 
Russia’s war in Ukraine draw 
closer to the bloc’s external 
borders. 


And a flareup in a spat be- 
tween Greece and Turkey 
over maritime boundaries 
and drilling rights has dark- 
ened disputes over migra- 
tion. 
Greece has made a se- 
ries of international com- 
plaints after border police 
in October found 92 male 
migrants, stripped of their 
clothing, 
and 
accused 
Turkish authorities of delib- 
erately pushing them over 
the border. 
Turkey has repeatedly ac- 
cused Greece of carrying 
out clandestine deporta- 
tions, known as pushbacks, 
of potential asylum-seek- 
ers, and putting their lives 
at risk. 
Athens is also under fire 
from major human rights 
groups, United Nations and 
EU refugee agencies, and 
even a government advi- 
sory panel that says hun- 
dreds of credible accounts 
have been gathered sug- 
gesting that often-violent 
pushbacks have been oc- 
curring at the Greek-Turkish 
border for up to 20 years. 
The U.N. and EU agencies 
are demanding the cre- 
ation of an independent 
border monitoring body, a 
request that Athens has so 
far failed to act upon. 
Disputes 
with 
countries 
bordering the EU, and the 
often legitimate security 
concerns they generate, 
have reduced attention on 
migrants in need of interna- 
tional protection and are 
tempting European gov- 
ernments to adopt hard- 
line policies, argues Begum 
Basdas at the Center for 
Fundamental Rights at the 
Hertie School in Berlin. “The 
militarization of migration 
is disabling us from see- 
ing the issue as a human 
rights concern ... and what 
is really worrying me is the 
creeping in of authoritari- 
anism through migration 
management in the Euro- 
pean Union,” Basdas said. 
“People are not really criti- 
cal of the securitization or 
wall building at the bor- 
ders because they don’t 
really see the connection 
between 
migration 
and 
the decay of democratic 
values in their own environ- 
ment, in their own rights,” 
she said. q 


A boy fishes as police border guards on a boat patrol along the Evros River that forms a natural 
border between Greece and Turkey, on Sunday, Oct. 30, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Greece: EU’s external border is hardening, attitudes are too 
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By GRANT PECK 
Associated Press 
BANGKOK 
(AP) 
— 
The 
United Nations and other 
groups 
urged 
countries 
in southern Asia on Friday 
to rescue as many as 190 
people believed to be Ro- 
hingya refugees aboard a 
small boat that has been 
adrift for several weeks in 
the Andaman Sea. 
Most of those on board 
are thought to be Rohing- 
ya Muslims from Myanmar 
who had lived in crowded 
refugee camps in Bangla- 
desh for as many as five 
years and are seeking a 
better life in Malaysia and 
Indonesia. Messages they 
reportedly sent by satellite 
phone to their families de- 
scribe their situation as des- 
perate. 
“Reports indicate those on- 
board have now remained 
at sea for a month in dire 
conditions with insufficient 
food or water, without any 
efforts by States in the re- 
gion to help save human 
lives,” the U.N. refugee 
agency, UNHCR, said in 
a statement. “Many are 
women and children, with 
reports of up to 20 people 
dying on the unseaworthy 
vessel during the journey.” 
“All States have a respon- 
sibility to rescue those on 
the boat and allow them to 


safely disembark in line with 
legal obligations and in the 
name of humanity,” it said. 
Malaysia 
and 
Indonesia 
both have Muslim majori- 
ties, even though groups 
seeking refuge risk deten- 
tion on arrival. 
The UNHCR said unverified 
reports indicated the boat 
is currently north of Aceh in 
Indonesia. 
The 
journeys 
are 
often 
made this time of year, 
when 
seas 
are 
usually 
calmer but remain treach- 


erous, especially because 
the vessels used by human 
traffickers are often dilapi- 
dated. 
Earlier this month, an oil 
exploration 
support 
ves- 
sel rescued more than 150 
Rohingya after their boat 
started taking on water 
and handed them over to 
Myanmar authorities. On 
Dec. 18, the Sri Lanka navy 
rescued 105 Rohingya refu- 
gees whose boat was adrift 
and sighted by fishermen. 
More 
than 
700,000 
Ro- 


hingya 
have 
fled 
from 
Buddhist-majority Myanmar 
to refugee camps in Ban- 
gladesh since August 2017, 
when the Myanmar military 
launched brutal counter- 
insurgency operations in 
response to attacks by a 
rebel group. Myanmar’s 
security forces have been 
accused of mass rapes, 
killings and the burning 
of thousands of Rohingya 
homes. 
On Thursday, the U.N. spe- 
cial rapporteur on the situ- 


ation of human rights in 
Myanmar, Tom Andrews, 
urged 
governments 
in 
South and Southeast Asia 
“to immediately and ur- 
gently coordinate search 
and rescue for this boat 
and ensure safe disembar- 
kation of those aboard be- 
fore any further loss of life 
occurs.” 
“While many in the world 
are preparing to enjoy a 
holiday season and ring in 
a new year, boats bear- 
ing desperate Rohingya 
men, women and young 
children, are setting off on 
perilous journeys in unsea- 
worthy vessels,” Andrews 
said in a statement. 
UNHCR said information on 
Rohingya boat people is 
difficult to verify, but if the 
latest reports are true, they 
bring “the number of dead 
and missing in the Bay of 
Bengal and the Andaman 
Sea to nearly 200 this year,” 
or about 10% of the esti- 
mated 2,000 people who 
have taken risky sea jour- 
neys in the region during 
the year. Chris Lewa, direc- 
tor of the Arakan Project, 
a private organization that 
monitors the Rohingya cri- 
sis, said Thursday her group 
has collected information 
received by satellite phone 
by families of those aboard 
the boat. q 


By JUSTIN KATUMWA and 
AL-HADJI KUDRA MALIRO 
Associated Press 
KIBUMBA, Congo (AP) — 


Eastern Congo’s M23 reb- 
els retreated Friday from 
some of the territory it held, 
the group’s first withdraw- 


al since it began seizing 
swaths of land more than a 
year ago. 
The rebels left the Kibumba 
area and its positions were 
taken over by the East Afri- 
can Regional Force a mul- 
tinational force charged 
with protecting the area. 
This retreat is in line with 
an agreement made last 
month at a summit in An- 
gola, Lawrence Kanyuka 
the M23’s political spokes- 
man said in a statement. 
Kibumba, in the Nyiragon- 
go territory of Congo’s 
North Kivu province, has 
been held by the M23 since 
November and it was the 
closest that the rebels got 
to Goma, eastern Congo’s 
regional capital. 
Speaking to reporters Fri- 


day from Kibumba, Gen. 
Jeff Nyagah, commander 
of the East African force, 
called on the civilian popu- 
lation to return home prom- 
ising that they would be 
safe. 
“We are determined to 
conduct operations in strict 
compliance with interna- 
tional 
humanitarian 
law 
and other conventions,” 
he said. “We appreciate 
the complex nature of the 
operating environment but 
our zeal and determination 
remain undeterred.” 
The M23 rebels are largely 
Congolese 
ethnic 
Tutsis 
who became prominent 10 
years ago when their fight- 
ers seized Goma, eastern 
Congo’s largest city on the 
border with Rwanda. The 


group derives its name from 
a March 23, 2009, peace 
deal, which it accuses the 
Congo government of not 
implementing. 
The group has been largely 
dormant for nearly a de- 
cade. 
Since 
resurfacing 
more 
than a year ago, the M23 
have been accused of 
killing civilians and seizing 
land in eastern Congo’s 
Rutshuru territory. 
Earlier this month the Unit- 
ed Nations accused the 
rebels of being responsible 
for massacring more than 
130 civilians in two villages. 
The group is believed to be 
receiving 
weapons 
and 
troops from neighboring 
Rwanda, according to a 
report by U.N. experts.q 


A Rohingya refugee holds a placard during a gathering to mark the fifth anniversary of their 
exodus from Myanmar to Bangladesh, at a Kutupalong Rohingya refugee camp at Ukhiya in 
Cox’s Bazar district, Bangladesh, Thursday, Aug. 25, 2022. 


Associated Press 


U.N. urges rescue of refugees adrift in Andaman Sea 


M23 rebels prepare to leave after a ceremony to mark the 
withdrawal from their positions in the town of Kibumba, in the 
eastern of Democratic Republic of Congo, Friday, Dec. 23, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Eastern Congo’s M23 rebels retreat from occupied territory 


LOCAL A7 
Saturday 24 december 2022 


Starting January 1st, 2023 
Aruba Airport Authority N.V to operate General Aviation Terminal 
at Aeropuerto International Reina Beatrix 


ORANJESTAD – The General 
Aviation Terminal, better 
known as the FBO at Aero- 
puerto Internacional Reina 
Beatrix, will be managed 
and operated by Aruba 
Airport Authority N.V. (AAA) 
starting January 1, 2023. 


Starting the New Year 2023 
the FBO operation will be 
operated and managed 
by AAA under its new 
name – JET-TNCA. Jet be- 
ing the obvious choice of 
words to best reflect the 
fact that private aircraft or 
jets will be handled at the 
FBO terminal at the airport 
and TNCA being the ICAO 
code for the airport in Aru- 
ba. 


JET-TNCA is uniquely posi- 
tioned in the Caribbean re- 
gion making it the perfect 
stop between North and 
Latin America. Besides its 
geographical and strate- 
gic advantages, JET-TNCA 
offers a wide variety of ser- 
vices to its customers. Cus- 
tomers can make use of 
JET-TNCA’s traveler lounge 
and refreshment area, all 
while 
experiencing 
the 
highest level of customer 
service. 


Additionally, JET-TNCA’s su- 


pervisory and coordination 
services provide customers 
with a single point of es- 
sential flight services such 
as aircraft fueling, catering, 
ground support, accom- 
modations and transpor- 
tation arrangements, and 
more importantly US Cus- 
toms & Border Protection 
Pre-Clearance services. 


The purpose of JET-TNCA is 
to offer a complete prod- 
ucts/service 
experience 
(CPE) to a currently under- 
served leisure niche market 
within its current territory by 
connecting with a high-end 
customer base through lux- 
ury inventory collaborative 
partnerships. 


The new JET-TNCA opera- 
tions team is excited to 


welcome all its clients and 
is personally committed to 
plan and deliver successful 
mission by offering a com- 
plete range of first-class ser- 
vices supported by dedi- 
cated 
professional 
who 
are constantly looking at 
new and innovative ways 
to satisfy the ever-chang- 
ing needs and desires of its 
guests. 


The JET-TNCA day-to-day 
operations will be man- 
aged by a team of profes- 
sionals and led by its FBO 
Manager 
Mrs. 
Minerva 
Flemming. 
The 
business 
development activities of 
the JET-TNCA will be per- 
formed from within the 
AAA team responsible for 
aviation business develop- 
ment which is led by Mrs. 


Jo-Anne 
Meaux-Arends, 
Executive Aviation Business 
Development at AAA. 
For more information on JET- 
TNCA, please visit our web- 
site: www.jet-tnca.com or 
contact us via email on 
ops@jet-tnca.com or call 
297-5882465 


About AUA Airport 
AUA Airport is one of the 
busiest airports in the Ca- 
ribbean region, with 24 
different airlines operating 
into Aruba contributing to 
processing over 2.5 million 
passengers per year (pre- 
covid) and providing air 
service to 26 destinations 
worldwide. AUA Airport is 
operationally solid where 
over 95% of all visitors are 
leisure guests: 77% from the 
United States & Canada, 


11% from Latin America, 7% 
from Europe, and 5% from 
Dutch Caribbean, year to 
date, November 2022. AUA 
Airport attributes this to the 
island’s stable economic 
and political climate, hos- 
pitable 
and 
multilingual 
population, and safe en- 
vironment. 
AUA 
Airport 
undergoes continuous up- 
grades to maintain its posi- 
tion as one of the region’s 
most innovative airports. 


Learn more about what’s 
happening at AUA Airport 
by visiting www.airporta- 
ruba.com 
and 
connect 
with AUA Airport on Twitter. 
com/Aruba_Airport, Face- 
book.com/ArubaAirport, 
Instagram.com/arubaair- 
port/ and Linkedin.com/ 
ArubaAirport.q 


Different cruise ships visiting Aruba during Christmas and New Year weekend 


ORANJESTAD – Year-end holidays 
are a time when a lot of people 
choose to go on vacation, and this 
way enjoy with their loved ones. In 
Aruba this is also one of the sea- 
sons during which we receive the 
most visitors. 


Aruba Tourism Authority (ATA) and 
Aruba Ports Authority (APA) in- 
formed that regarding the week- 
end of Christmas, we will be receiv- 
ing a total of seven cruise ships: 
Norwegian Pearl and Aidaperla 
on the 24th; Norwegian Epic and 
Seven Seas Navigator; Norwegian 
Encore, Seabourne Sojourn and 
Royal Caribbean Voyager of the 
Seas on the 26th. 


As for the weekend of New Year, 
we will be receiving a total of five 
cruise ships: Regal Princess, Zaan- 
dam and Costa Pacifica on the 
31st of December; Norwegian Epic 
and Royal Caribbean Vision of the 
Seas on the first of January. 


Tourists arriving to Aruba on a 
cruise ship we will be around differ- 
ent areas during their visit, and this 
will result in areas being busier than 
normal during the holidays. 
The arrival of visitors during this 
season gives us an opportunity to 
share our culture and traditions for 
the year-end holidays with them 
and let them feel at home in Aru- 
ba. 


According to APA and ATA, cruise 
tourism is also on the road to re- 
covery compared to 2019, both 
in the amount of visitors as well as 
the amount of cruise ships arriving 
to our island. Important to mention 
that next week there will be three 
cruise ships coming to Aruba for 
the first time, thus three First Calls, 
something that always comes with 
a sense of pride for the island.q 
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Bon Bini from Aruba Rob! 


Bon Bini, welcome to the 
Aruba Rob brand! A fresh 
new brand for those who 
crave some of the “The 


One Happy Island of Aru- 
ba!” Grab some gear and 
wear it well! Thank you in 
advance for us over here 
at Arubarob.com! Powered 
by vitamin sea. 


Aruba Rob 
After many years of visit- 
ing different locations, we 
fell in love with Aruba. The 
"One Happy Island." So, 
we decided to create fun 
clothing and accessories 
for people who love Aru- 
ba. Stop by arubarob.com 
and purchase your Aru- 
ba-themed apparel and 
beach gear.q 


Don’t forget to visit Aruba’s famous Red Anchor 


At the south east coast of 
the island, standing alone 
on a windswept and bar- 
ren land stands a popular 
Aruba landmark – a large 
anchor. It overlooks the 
sea just beyond, watching 
over the shipping lanes. It 
stands there in memory 
and in honor of all seamen 
who have lost their life at 
sea. 


Where to Find the Anchor? 
The anchor is a “must see” 
landmark when you visit 
Aruba. It is among the most 
photographed 
historical 
landmarks for the island. 
You want to make sure you 
add this stop on your itiner- 
ary when your visiting the 
south coast of Aruba. The 
bright red anchor against 
the backdrop of the deep 
blue Caribbean sea and 
the azure blue skies, make 
a great backdrop for your 


vacation pictures. 
The anchor is located at 
the entrance to Gate 6 to 
the former Lago Colony. It 
is on the outskirts of Seroe 
Colorado, on the south east 
point of the island at the “T” 
junction to Baby Beach. De- 
pending on where you are 
staying on the island, follow 
the signs that indicate the 
way to Baby Beach. Once 
you reach the T-junction, it 
will be right in front of you. 


About the Anchor 
Size 
It will be hard to miss the 
anchor, it’s huge! The an- 
chor that weighs 21,772 ki- 
los, is approximately 10 feet 
6 inches wide and 15 feet, 
6 inches tall. 
On the anchor there are 
some numbers. The 4112 
and 4115, which are be- 
lieved to be the serial num- 
bers that refer to the “fluke” 


or horizontal and vertical 
parts of the anchor, respec- 
tively. The number 21772K 
refers to the weight of the 
anchor in kilos. 
This type of anchor was 
manufactured by Hoesch 
Dortmund 
Horde, 
at 
a 
foundry located in Germa- 
ny. 


Where 
did 
the 
Anchor 
Come From? 
There are a number of sto- 
ries as to the origins of the 
anchor, which one do you 
think it was? (Unfortunately 
the mystery has never been 
solved, so your imagination 
can pick which one you 
think it might be!) 


How Did The Anchor Be- 
come a Landmark? 
Sometime between 1980 
and 1985, three gentlemen 
(Mr. Wim Martinus – the 
Harbormaster 
of 
Aruba; 


Mr. August Genser – the 
ex-Division Superintendent 
of Lago’s Laboratory; and 
Mr. Willie Davis – Owner 
of Filtec at Zeewijk in San 
Nicolas), were having a 
conversation with Mr. Char- 
lie Brouns Jr. at his famous 
Charlie’s Bar and Restau- 
rant in San Nicolas. Charlie, 
who was a visionary and 
had dreams for develop- 
ing the San Nicolas area, 
told these gentlemen that 
he would like to come up 
with something innovative 
for the San Nicolas area to 
draw tourism to the area. 
The “anchor”, which at that 
time was being stored at 
the Oranjestad harbor, was 
suggested as an option. 
Charlie liked the idea! He 
then contacted the Presi- 
dent of Lago for permission 
to acquire the anchor. He 
was 
granted 
permission 
and the anchor was then 


relocated to its present lo- 
cation and dedicated “To 
All Seamen” on the occa- 
sion of the closing of the 
Lago Oil Refinery on March 
31, 1985. 


The Best Time to Visit 
When your planning your 
visit to the south end of the 
island, you will want to in- 
clude in your itinerary the 
many things to see and 
do there. The anchor will 
be just one of these stops, 
(keep an eye out for our fu- 
ture editions, we publish our 
recommendations!). 


With that being said, I have 
to say, if you enjoy catch- 
ing a sunrise, the anchor is 
one of the best places on 
the island to catch the sun- 
rise. But in reality, anytime 
is a good time to visit, de- 
pending on your personal 
schedule. q 
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Get it ALL done at Do It Center and Super Do It Center & Groceries 


Noord – Sometimes all we need 
is one place where we can do 
all our shopping at once. Well, 
Do it center and Super Do it Cen- 
ter Groceries has it all. This is the 
largest, local owned Do it Cen- 
ter in the Caribbean and best of 
all a 100% locally owned family 
business. 


How it all began 
It was 1938 when Mr. Eric Ponson 
started his journey at General 
Store. Ponson did not hesitate 
and decided to buy General 
Store. Buying a store and thus 
going from employee to own- 
er of a business with a debt of 
11.000 guilders was not an easy 
task. 


As the saying goes: “Behind ev- 
ery successful man, is a strong 
woman”. In the case of Ponson, 
this was no different. As General 


Store progressed and slowly be- 
came successful, Mrs. Irene Pon- 
son, came in to assist her hus- 
band. Irene Ponson is a vision- 
ary, she knew exactly where and 
how to invest and within a short 
amount of time in 1970, General 
Store moved to a better location 
at the Steenweg. This aloud for a 
lot more merchandize, products 
and employees. Supply and de- 
mand was as such, that Gener- 
al Store became the number 1 
electrical business. Business kept 
going so well that the location at 
the Steenweg became too small 
and was moved later to Dakota 
Shopping Paradise and later to 
Pedro Gallego Straat. With this 
move, an expansion was de- 
cided upon and an electronics 
store in Savaneta was opened. 
General Store still being very 
successful was ready for more 
growth. 


Ricky, Kenneth, Corine and Frans 
are the fruits of this marriage. 
Kenneth and Frans however, de- 
cided to further develop their fa- 
ther’s legacy and continued with 
their mother’s dream to expand 
the business. An expansion not 
in square feet only, but in mer- 
chandize as well. A great oppor- 
tunity presented itself when the 
Ponson family was able to buy 
a piece of property across from 
the airport. In 2007 the Ponson 
family moved into their brand 
new and huge building 


After a successful opening and 
expansion, Kenneth and Frans 
who inherited their mothers vi- 
sion, decided that General Store 
was ready for yet another ex- 
pansion. With the support of Mr. 
Tom Barfell and management of 
Do it Best in the States, the con- 
struction of Do it Center com- 
menced. 
Fast forward to today. A Do it 
Center in Aruba, with more than 
50.000 top of the line items for in- 
terior as well exterior use, build- 
ing materials, STO products and 
a top of the line grocery store. 
Perseverance, responsibility, vi- 
sion and the courage to invest 
have made Ponson’s General 
Store as successful as it is today. 
Super Do It Center Shaba & Gro- 
ceries 
Located in Shaba, Noord. This is 
the last sibling of the Do It Cen- 
ter family. Here you will be able 
to find anything you are looking 
for. The building is divided into 
several departments from home 
to hardware to groceries. Every- 
thing under one roof. 
Groceries? Visit the fully stocked 
supermarket with fresh fruits and 
vegetables and high class meat 
selections. Highly known prod- 
ucts and brands are here for you 
to grab. Every week Do It Center 


Groceries offers its weekly spe- 
cial on selected items. Weekly 
specials are very popular and a 
perfect chance for you to buy 
your favorite products at a re- 
duced price. 


Need a home makeover? 
Do not skip the furniture depart- 
ment “Leenbakker”. Here, you 
will find a divine collection of 
European furniture, worldwide 
known for their modern and styl- 
ish features for your bedroom, 
bathroom, living room or kitch- 
en. For your garden they have a 
wide selection of durable furni- 
ture specially made for our tropi- 
cal climate. Take a walk around 
and find some treasures. Find 
the perfect accessory for your 
house, fitted for your personality 
and style. Modern, elegant, retro 
industrial, whatever your style is 
you will definitely find something 
for your personal taste. 
Do it Center Shaba is open from 
Monday to Saturday from 8AM 
to 8PM and on Sunday’s from 
9AM to 6PM. 


For more information go to www. 
doit.aw.q 
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Another Treasure of Aruba’s Beaches: Sea Glass! 


NOORD - It is hard to imag- 
ine this happening today, 
but 
years 
ago 
people 
dumped all kinds of refuse 
straight into the ocean, 
including old cars, and 
their household garbage, 
which of course included 
lots of glass. Over the next 
30 
years 
the 
pounding 
waves cleaned the beach, 
by breaking down every- 
thing but glass and pot- 
tery. The pounding waves 
washed the trash up and 
down, back and forth. Tons 
of polished, broken glass 
pieces were created by 
the pounding surf. These 
smoothened, colored glass 
particles then settled along 
the sea shore in millions, 
and that is why you can 


find these beautiful and 
colorful pieces on the north 
shore beaches of Aruba. 


Especially on the strip on 
white sand between the fa- 
mous Natural Bridge” and 
the huge red anchor close 


to “Grapefield” beach you 
will be able to find your own 
pieces of sea glass. The sea 
glass that was created is 
the product of a very long 
and interesting process. It 
can take anywhere from 
10 to 30 years to make sea 
glass. The name for any 
piece of glass that finds its 
way to the ocean and tum- 
bles around in the water 
long enough is “Sea glass. 


The colorful pieces of glass 
are being used for decora- 
tion, handcrafts and jew- 
elry! 
Once glass makes its way 
into the ocean, the glass is 
broken up into shards and is 
tumbled around in the wa- 
ter, where sand and other 
rocks act like sandpaper to 
smooth out its rough edges. 
Sometimes as the sea glass 
is passed through fire, it be- 
comes fire glass, the rarest 
of sea glass with certain 
inclusions, just like precious 
gems. 


For years, the water beat 
against the different kinds 
of trash being dumped. 
Glass, 
household 
appli- 
ances and even motor 
parts were discarded on 
the beach. The waves and 
weather conditions wore 
down the overwhelming 
amount of garbage in the 
water, creating millions of 
beautiful smooth rocks. 


It’s hard to believe the 
short-sighted mistakes we 
were making that could 
have 
potentially 
ruined 
these beautiful beaches. 
But thanks to natural pro- 
cesses, the ocean trans- 
formed the trash into the 


sea glass. 
Each colored gem on the 
beach has its own story. 


The ruby red glass stones 
are typically from old car 
tail-lights. 


Then, the sapphire rocks 
are the remnants of bro- 
ken apothecary bottles. 
The most common and 
the easiest to find are the 
brown 
(Amstel 
& 
Polar 
beer), 
green 
(Heineken 
& Balashi beer) and clear 
glass which are the soft 
much loved “soft drink” 
bottles. 


If you like to see the sea 
glass for yourself, and be 
in awe of the power of na- 
ture, rent a car or jeep and 
go explore our deserted 
beaches on the north side 
of the island. Make it a fun 
family day! 
Even if we didn’t mean to 
pollute the Beaches how 
we did, it is inspiring to see 
just how the earth can cor- 
rect our mistakes. 


Funny, 
how 
trash 
can 
change into treasures! 


Everybody knows that you 
are not allowed to take 
local shells home, but the 
people working at the air- 
port have no problem you 
taking sea glass home. A 
few of those pieces make 
great souvenirs. You can 
place them in a wine glass 
or large bottle for decora- 
tion and every time you 
look at it a smile will light up 
your face thinking back of 
your unforgettable Aruba 
vacation! q 
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Camacuri Harley 
Davidson Club Aruba 
preparing for events on 
the 18th of March 


ORANJESTAD - Last Thurs- 
day, during a press confer- 
ence, president of Cama- 
curi Harley Davidson Club 
Aruba, Buchi Croes an- 
nounced the group’s ac- 
tivities related to their big- 
gest bike ride celebrating 
our Flag and Anthem Day 
next year 
Mr. Croes explained that 
normally they hold their 
press conference for this 
on the 8th of March, but 
this time they are bringing 
it forward because at the 
beginning of the year there 
are a lot of activities like 
Carnival, and when the 8th 
of March comes around, 
people are not aware and 
are busy with other things. 
They need to put this to- 
gether properly and inform 
the community about the 
bikers’ event after they’ve 
been through Carnival. 


This year, Camacuri Har- 
ley Davidson Club Aruba 
is marking their 25th anni- 
versary, but as Croes com- 
mented, this went quietly 
because the island was 
still under the effects of 
the Covid pandemic. He 
explained that he had a 
meeting with minister of 
Justice and Social Affairs, 


Mr. Rocco Tjon in order to 
obtain a permit for a cel- 
ebration, and the minister 
said that while they could 
receive 
a 
permit, 
they 
should not advertise until 
the amount of cases went 
down. 
“When we got the green 
light it was honestly a week 
before the event, and this 
is why I say it went by qui- 
etly. But this year it will be 26 
years, I will say 5 lustrum+, 
and we said that we will 
begin with a press confer- 
ence before the change of 
the year to inform the entire 
island so they can prepare 
for next year; to every biker, 
the clubs who always par- 
ticipate, both from Aruba 
and abroad.” 
Croes 
commented 
that 
the activities for the 18th of 
March – Flag and Anthem 
Day – normally begin on the 
8th of March with the press 
conference 
announcing 
the official schedule. The 
schedule mentioned today 
is tentative in order to give 
insight on what will be tak- 
ing place. 


It will begin on the 15th of 
March with unloading of 
the containers that bring 
bikes from Curacao, Bo- 
naire and Suriname, which 


will come to Aruba to par- 
ticipate. Suriname bikers 
have already come in the 
past but without their bikes, 
they rented or borrowed 
bikes here on the island. But 
this time they are bringing 
a container with their own 
bikes. There will also be a 
group from Colombia pres- 
ent. 


On Thursday 16th of March 
will be the official registra- 
tion for the event on the 
18th of March. Registration 
will take place at Hooters. 
Friday 17th of March there 
will be a night ride, dur- 
ing which the club will visit 
some sites around Aruba, 
finishing in One Bar. 
“Thanks to One Bar to re- 
ceive us at home. We are 
very glad that they are re- 


ceiving us”, Croes pointed 
out. 


On Saturday 18th of March 
there will be the Crioyo 
Night at Camacuri Village. 
There will be a bike ride 
around Aruba, and it will 
end in Camacuri Village 
with tents that will be selling 
different Aruban things like 
souvenirs and local food. 


Croes explained that dur- 
ing the day, if everything 
goes according to plan, 
there will be an event in 
Palo Marga. He said that 
for this weekend a lot of 
bikers are coming from Cu- 
raçao and Bonaire, and 
the Aruban bikers will also 
be present doing fever on 
the street – although in the 
past authorities called their 


attention for this. 
Croes commented that if 
they go to Palo Marga – a 
racing track – they can or- 
ganize an event and have 
racing, drifting, etc. and 
avoid the dangers of hav- 
ing these activities on the 
street, not only for them- 
selves but for the public on 
the road as well. 


Sunday the 19th of March 
is the day in which officially 
Camacuri Harley Davidson 
Club goes on the streets for 
a ride. They always begin 
with a breakfast and then 
go on the ride and play 
different games, which for 
many years include differ- 
ent stops. Right now they 
still have not confirmed 
where this ride will end. 


Croes 
commented 
that 
many times they approach 
the government of Aruba, 
and this time they received 
help from the minister. “This 
year they helped us, and 
next year the minister said 
they will be better pre- 
pared. We hope it will be 
something positive.” 
“We need the help be- 
cause it costs a lot. It truly 
costs a lot of money and 
a lot of work. It is not only 
me doing this, but I have a 
team, a directive and we 
also have our members. I 
always say that if you don’t 
have members, you don’t 
have a club. The members 
give you the motivation to 
continue fighting to reach 
where you want to go”, 
Croes said.q 
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By JACKIE VELING 
of NerdWallet 
Shoppers who used “buy 
now, pay later” to help fi- 
nance gifts this holiday 
season may soon encoun- 
ter an unwelcome surprise: 
Returns can be more chal- 
lenging than when buying 
from the store with cash or 
a credit card. 
Returns and disputes are a 
common concern among 
buy now, pay later users, a 
ccording to a September 
2022 report from the Con- 
sumer Financial Protection 
Bureau, and dispute resolu- 
tion is the top buy now, pay 
later-related 
complaint 
in the CFPB’s Consumer 
Complaint Database. 
But making a seamless re- 
turn with buy now, pay 
later isn’t impossible if you 
know the process ahead of 
time. Whether it’s a gift you 
bought or received, you’ll 
want to deal with the retail- 
er when making the return 
and follow up with the buy 
now, pay later provider, if 
necessary. 
WHAT TO KNOW ABOUT BUY 
NOW, PAY LATER RETURNS 
When you use a buy now, 
pay later provider like Af- 
terpay, Affirm or Klarna, 
you’re opting to divide your 
total purchase into smaller, 
often interest-free install- 
ments while the provider 
pays in full on your behalf. 
That 
means 
when 
you 
make a return, the refund 
goes to the buy now, pay 
later provider. It’s up to the 
provider to apply the re- 
fund to your account, and 
there’s usually a lag. 
Because buy now, pay 
later loans have quick turn- 
arounds payments are 
due every two weeks on 
standard pay-in-four loans 
you can get stuck making 
payments on a gift that has 
been returned. 


The industry also remains 
largely unregulated. If a 
package goes missing or 
arrives damaged, consum- 
ers have fewer protections 
compared with other fi- 
nancing products. 
“Returns can be a chal- 
lenge with buy now, pay 
later because there are 
specific dispute provisions 
that apply to credit cards 
that may not exist in the 
BNPL 
space 
depending 
on the lender,” says Laura 
Udis, senior program man- 
ager of small dollar, mar- 
ketplace and installment 
lending at the CFPB. 
Udis points out that some 
providers voluntarily offer 
protections. PayPal and 
Klarna, for example, have 
formal protection policies, 
which may increase the 
likelihood of a refund. 
According to Klarna, its 
buyer 
protection 
policy 
was implemented to re- 
assure shoppers they can 
safely shop with the app. 
“If goods are not delivered 
or if there is something 
wrong with them, we have 
a clear process to help 
shoppers resolve any issue 
and ensure that no cus- 
tomer is unjustifiably liable 


A shopper carries bags down Fifth Avenue on Friday, Nov. 25, 
2022, in New York. 


Associated Press 


How to make holiday returns with buy 
now, pay later 


to pay for a purchase,” 
Kristina Elkhazin, head of 
Klarna North America, said 
in an email. 
However, returns are ul- 
timately subject to the 
store’s policy, and shop- 
pers should prioritize get- 
ting returns approved with 
the store before contact- 
ing the buy now, pay later 
provider. 
STEPS TO MAKING A BUY 
NOW, PAY LATER RETURN 
If you need to return a 
holiday gift that was pur- 
chased with buy now, pay 
later, follow these steps. 
CHECK THE BUY NOW, PAY 
LATER PROVIDER’S RETURN 
PROCESS: 
Most 
provid- 
ers maintain a webpage 
that explains the process, 
which can vary by provid- 
er. Learn what to expect 
with a refund and timeline. 
RETURN THE GIFT TO THE 
STORE: Providers will direct 
you to the retailer first , so 
check the store’s return 
policy. If possible, return 
online orders in person so 
you don’t risk the item get- 
ting lost in the mail. Bring 
relevant documents like a 
receipt or email confirma- 
tion. If you don’t have a 
receipt, you may be able 
to make an exchange or 
receive store credit, de- 
pending on the store’s 
policy. 
KEEP 
RECORDS: 
Retain 
copies of all transactions, 
including returns, exchang- 
es or issued store credit.q 
If you mailed a return, get 
a tracking number. Keep 
a log of communications 
with the store.q 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Eagle tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 
San Nicolas tel. 584 5712 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


By CHRISTINA LARSON 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Now 
you see them, now you 
don’t. 
Some frogs found in South 
and Central America have 
the rare ability to turn on 
and off their nearly trans- 
parent appearance, re- 
searchers report Thursday 
in the journal Science. 
During 
the 
day, 
these 
nocturnal frogs sleep by 
hanging underneath tree 
leaves. 
Their 
delicate, 
greenish transparent forms 
don’t cast shadows, ren- 
dering them almost invis- 
ible to birds and other 
predators 
passing 
over- 
head or underneath. 
But when northern glass 
frogs wake up and hop 
around in search of insects 
and mates, they take on 
an opaque reddish-brown 
color. 
“When they’re transpar- 
ent, it’s for their safety,” 
said Junjie Yao, a Duke 
University biomedical engi- 
neer and study co-author. 
When they’re awake, they 
can actively evade pred- 
ators, but when they’re 
sleeping and most vulner- 
able, “they have adapted 
to remain hidden.” 
Using light and ultrasound 
imaging technology, the 
researchers 
discovered 
the secret: While asleep, 
the frogs concentrate, or 
“hide,” nearly 90% of their 
red blood cells in their liver. 
Because they have trans- 
parent skin and other tis- 
sues, it’s the blood circu- 
lating through their bodies 
that would otherwise give 
them away. The frogs also 
shrink and pack together 
most of their internal or- 
gans, Yao said. 
The research “beautifully 
explains” how “glass frogs 
conceal blood in the liver 
to maintain transparency,” 
said Juan Manuel Guayas- 
amin, a frog biologist at 
University San Francisco of 
Quito, Ecuador, who was 
not involved in the study. 
Exactly how they do this, 
and why it doesn’t kill 
them, remains a mystery. 
For most animals, having 
very little blood circulating 
oxygen for several hours 
would be deadly. And 


This photo provided by researchers in December 2022 shows a female glass frog with eggs in her 
transparent ovaries, photographed from below using a flash. 
Associated Press 


Glass act: Scientists reveal secrets of frog transparency 


concentrating 
blood 
so 
tightly would result in fatal 
clotting. But somehow, the 
frogs survive. 
Further research on the 
species could provide use- 
ful clues for the develop- 
ment of anti-blood clotting 
medications, said Carlos 
Taboada, a Duke Univer- 


sity biologist and study co- 
author. 
Only a few animals, mostly 
ocean dwellers, are natu- 
rally transparent, said Ox- 
ford 
University 
biologist 
Richard White, who was 
not involved in the study. 
“Transparency 
is 
super 
rare in nature, and in land 


animals, it’s essentially un- 
heard of outside of the 
glass frog,” White said.q 
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By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Trevor 
Bauer was reinstated Thurs- 
day by Major League Base- 
ball’s independent arbitra- 
tor, allowing the pitcher to 
resume his career at the 
start of the 2023 season. 
The 31-year-old Los Angeles 
Dodgers star was given an 
unprecedented 
two-sea- 
son suspension without pay 
by baseball Commissioner 
Rob Manfred on April 29 for 
violating the league’s do- 
mestic violence and sexual 
assault policy after a San 
Diego woman said Bauer 
beat and sexually abused 
her last year, an accusa- 
tion the pitcher denied. 
The 
players’ 
association 
filed a grievance on be- 
half of the former Cy Young 
Award winner, and a three- 
person panel headed by 
independent 
arbitrator 
Martin Scheinman started 
hearing the case on May 
23. 
Scheinman upheld a 194- 
game 
suspension 
rather 
than Manfred’s intended 
324-game penalty but rein- 
stated Bauer immediately, 
assigning 50 games to cov- 
er part of the lengthy time 
Bauer was put on adminis- 
trative leave while MLB in- 
vestigated during the 2021 
season and early this year. 
“Can’t wait to see y’all out 
at a stadium soon!” Bauer 
wrote on Twitter. 
Bauer will lose more than 


$37 million in salary for 
the final 144 games of last 
season and for the first 50 
games of next season, 
through May 23. The lost 
salary next year is effec- 
tively a clawback from part 
of his administrative leave, 
when he continued to re- 
ceive pay. 
MLB said Scheinman af- 
firmed that Bauer violated 
the domestic violence pol- 
icy. 
“While we believe a longer 
suspension was warranted, 
MLB will abide by the neu- 
tral 
arbitrator’s 
decision, 
which upholds baseball’s 


longest-ever active play- 
er suspension for sexual 
assault or domestic vio- 
lence,” MLB said in a state- 
ment. “We understand this 
process was difficult for the 
witnesses involved and we 
thank them for their partici- 
pation.” 
While Scheinman issued his 
award to the parties, a full 
written decision is not ex- 
pected until later. The pan- 
el included MLB Deputy 
Commissioner Dan Halem 
and union assistant general 
counsel Bob Lenaghan. 
“While we are pleased 
that Mr. Bauer has been 


reinstated 
immediately, 
we disagree that any dis- 
cipline should have been 
imposed,” Bauer’s repre- 
sentatives, 
Jon 
Fetterolf, 
Shawn Holley and Rachel 
Luba, said in a statement. 
“That said, Mr. Bauer looks 
forward to his return to the 
field, where his goal re- 
mains to help his team win 
a World Series.” 
The 
players’ 
association 
declined 
comment 
on 
Scheinman’s decision. 
Bauer was never charged 
with a crime. His accuser 
sought but was denied a 
restraining order against 


him, and Los Angeles pros- 
ecutors said in February 
there was insufficient evi- 
dence to prove the wom- 
an’s accusations beyond a 
reasonable doubt. 
Bauer, who hasn’t played 
since the allegations sur- 
faced and MLB began in- 
vestigating, repeatedly has 
said that everything that 
happened between him 
and the woman was con- 
sensual. 
An email sent after busi- 
ness hours Thursday seeking 
comment from the wom- 
an’s attorney, Bryan Freed- 
man, wasn’t immediately 
returned. 
Bauer sued his accuser 
in federal court, a move 
that came less than three 
months after prosecutors 
decided not to file crimi- 
nal charges against the 
pitcher. Bauer named the 
woman and one of her 
attorneys, 
Niranjan 
Fred 
Thiagarajah, as defendants 
in the lawsuit. 
The Associated Press does 
not typically identify peo- 
ple who say they have 
been victims of sexual as- 
sault. 
The lawsuit said that “the 
damage to Mr. Bauer has 
been extreme” after the 
woman alleged that he 
had choked her into un- 
consciousness, 
punched 
her repeatedly and had 
anal sex with her without 
her consent during two sex- 
ual encounters last year. q 


Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Trevor Bauer pauses while working against the San Francisco 
Giants during the fourth inning of a baseball game May 21, 2021, in San Francisco. 


Associated Press 


Trevor Bauer reinstated by MLB’s independent arbitrator 


THOUSAND 
OAKS, 
Calif. 
(AP) — Aaron Donald is 
unlikely to return to the Los 
Angeles Rams’ defense this 
season. 
Donald will miss his fourth 
straight game with a high 
ankle sprain Sunday when 
the Rams (4-10) host the 
Denver Broncos. 
Coach Sean McVay admit- 
ted Friday that his seven- 
time All-Pro lineman and 
three-time NFL Defensive 
Player of the Year isn’t ex- 
pected to play in the final 
two meaningless games of 
the Rams’ disastrous Super 
Bowl title defense. 


“He’s not cleared yet, and 
I don’t know that I see that 
changing in the next cou- 
ple of weeks,” McVay said. 
The 
31-year-old 
Donald 
had never missed a game 
due to injury in his NFL ca- 
reer before this disappoint- 
ing end to his ninth season. 
He has a career-low five 
sacks in 11 games, but was 
still named to his ninth Pro 
Bowl this week. 
The Rams lost all but a 
mathematical 
hope 
of 
playoff contention during 
their recent six-game losing 
streak, yet they had been 
reluctant to rule out Don- 


ald for the season despite 
the obvious seriousness of 
his injury. Donald apparent- 
ly had been interested in 
attempting to return even 
for 
meaningless 
games 
with the Rams, who have 
matched the 1999 Denver 
Broncos for the most losses 
in NFL history by a defend- 
ing champ. 
“Obviously, he’s a guy that 
has certainly earned the 
right where you talk to him” 
before ruling him out, Mc- 
Vay said of Donald. 
McVay has made simi- 
lar statements in previous 
weeks about Super Bowl 


MVP Cooper Kupp, who 
also incurred a high an- 
kle sprain last month, and 
quarterback Matthew Staf- 
ford, who has bruising on his 


spinal cord. Although both 
are not firmly ruled out for 
the season, both are highly 
unlikely to play in the Rams’ 
final three games.q 


Los Angeles Rams defensive tackle Aaron Donald looks on from 
the bench during the first half of an NFL football game against 
the Arizona Cardinals on Nov. 13, 2022, in Inglewood, Calif. 
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Aaron Donald unlikely to return this 
season, McVay says 
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By PAUL NEWBERRY 
AP Sports Columnist 
As the world reclaimed a 
bit of normalcy in 2022, the 
Newby Awards were hop- 
ing to produce an awards 
show featuring all the el- 
egance 
and 
decorum 
that were our imaginary 
hallmarks in the pre-COV- 
ID-19 era. Then Will Smith 
smacked Chris Rock at the 
Oscars. Just like that, every- 
thing changed. 
We’ve had to beef up 
our make-believe security 
team and pay much closer 
attention to seating charts 
that don’t actually exist. It 
wouldn’t do for Nick Saban 
and Jimbo Fisher to wind 
up at the same table, if we 
actually had tables. 
So, with hopes of avoid- 
ing another showdown like 
Smith’s palm vs. Rock’s jaw, 
we give you the 10th annu- 
al Newby Awards, a look at 
everything from the wacky 
to the inspiring to the infuri- 
ating in the world of sports. 
We’ve only got one re- 
quest. 
No slapping, please! 
BEST GAMER 
If you’ve ever played a vid- 
eo game and wondered if 
your craziest move would 
actually work in real time, 
we give you Ross Chastain. 
The NASCAR driver was on 
the verge of missing a spot 
in the championship finale 
when he remembered rac- 
ing stock cars on Game- 
Cube 
with 
his 
brother, 
Chad, as a kid. 
Specifically, a move where 
you 
plastered 
the 
car 
against the outside wall, 
let go of the steering wheel 
and pushed the pedal to 
the floor. It worked just like 
it did in the video game. 
Suddenly, 
on 
the 
final 
half-lap at the Martinsville 
short track, Chastain’s car 
looked as if it was turned 
up to hyper-speed while 
everyone else was poking 
along. 
Going at least 50 mph fast- 
er than everyone else, he 
passed five cars in a matter 
of seconds to claim the fi- 
nal spot in the title race. 
“Played a lot of NASCAR 
2005 on the GameCube 
with Chad growing up,” 
Chastain said. “I never 
knew if it would actually 
work.” Alas, he didn’t go on 


to win the Cup champion- 
ship. But Chastain will long 
be remembered for one of 
the most daring driving dis- 
plays in NASCAR history. 
PROFILE IN COURAGE 
With his time as one of box- 
ing’s most fearsome com- 
petitors behind him, Vitali 
Klitschko is taking on the 
toughest fight of his life. 
Mayor of Kyiv. The 51-year- 
old 
former 
heavyweight 
champion has showed his 
steely resolve while star- 
ing down a Russian inva- 
sion that has pummeled 
Ukraine and its capital city. 
He never backed down 
with gloves on his hands. He 
shows that same resolve as 
a political leader, helping 
guide a major underdog.“If 
I tried to explain to you all 
the challenges that I have, 
we (would) need weeks,” 
Klitschko told an Associ- 
ated Press reporter last 
month. This is what a true 
hero looks like. 
OLYMPIC CHEATING CUP 
The Russians have a stran- 
glehold on this award, dis- 
playing absolutely no re- 
gard for doping rules that 
might stand in the way of 
Olympic glory. 
At 
the 
Beijing 
Winter 
Games, they were at it 
again.Kamila 
Valieva, 
a 
15-year-old figure skating 
phenom, tested positive for 
a banned substance but 
was still allowed to go for 
the gold. 
It wound up being a dis- 


graceful display. The sad 
little girl buckled under all 
the scrutiny and criticism, 
failing to win a medal in 
women’s singles. 
While Valieva’s collapse 
was seen as a bit of karma 
by those who actually fol- 
low the rules, it doesn’t fig- 
ure to dissuade the Russians 
and their nefarious quest 
for gold at the next Olym- 
pics. 
CERTIFICATE OF DESPOT 
We have a tie for this 
award. 
FIFA was a lock after stag- 
ing the World Cup in a Mid- 
dle Eastern country that 
ignored human rights, mis- 
treated migrant workers, 
had scant soccer history 
and was so hot in the sum- 
mer they had to move the 
tournament to November 
and December. 
Basically, FINA sent out an 
application with one re- 
quirement, “Show us the 
money!” Qatar did, and 
shamefully 
wound 
up 
with the world’s biggest 
sports(washing) event. 
The fact that Argentina de- 
feated France in perhaps 
the most thrilling final in 
tournament history doesn’t 
lessen the stench of where 
it was played. 
But when it comes to greed, 
let’s not forget Phil Mickel- 
son & Friends at LIV Golf, 
an upstart tour funded by a 
seemingly limitless supply of 
money from Saudi Arabia’s 
repressive rulers. 


Lefty acknowledged that 
the Saudis were “scary,” 
but went to work for them 
anyway, 
bringing 
Dustin 
Johnson, 
Patrick 
Reed, 
Cameron Smith and others 
along for the despicable 
ride. 
TEAM OF THE YEAR 
Baseball can be a very te- 
dious game. Try telling that 
to the Savannah Bananas. 
The 
barnstorming 
team 
based in Georgia’s historic 
coastal city has taken the 
country by storm, trans- 
forming the staid ol’ na- 
tional pastime into some- 
thing akin to the Harlem 
Globetrotters with bats and 
gloves. 
Nonstop 
dance 
routines are performed by 
players and coaches. The 
Banana Baby is presented 
to the crowd like Simba in 
the “The Lion King.” One 
player takes the field on 
towering stilts. Others stroll 
through the stands, dol- 
ing out roses and tossing 
T-shirts. Outs are counted 
when a fan catches a foul 
ball in the stands. Show- 
boating is encouraged at 
every opportunity. 
Somewhere in there is a 
baseball game, though it 
can’t go longer than two 
hours. “We’re not in the 
baseball business. We’re 
in the entertainment busi- 
ness,” says Bananas owner 
Jesse Cole, who is always 
easy to spot in his yellow 
tuxedo. 
IZZY APPRECIATION AWARD 


Izzy, the ill-fated Atlanta 
Olympic 
mascot, 
could 
finally hold his computer- 
generated, bug-eyed blob 
of a head up high again af- 
ter all these years. 
When the 2024 Paris Games 
unveiled their mascots a 
pair of French Revolution- 
era caps Izzy was no longer 
the worst symbol in Olym- 
pic history. When given his 
statuette, Izzy revealed a 
wry sense of humor. “Wha- 
tizit?” he asked. 
THE HUMAN FUND 
For this prize, we’re mak- 
ing a donation to George 
Costanza’s made-up char- 
ity in honor of the sports 
figure who actually proved 
to be human in 2022. Tom 
Brady. His seemingly per- 
fect life showed plenty of 
cracks, from a playoff loss 
to an aborted retirement to 
a glamorous marriage that, 
sadly, ended in divorce. 
And now, Brady is the quar- 
terback of a middling Buc- 
caneers squad that might 
just be the first of his amaz- 
ing 23-year career to finish 
with a losing record. 
He even lost to a team 
quarterbacked by some- 
one named Brock Purdy, 
by the humiliating score of 
35-7. 
AWARD REVOKED 
While we’re on the sub- 
ject of Brady, we’d like to 
take a moment to strip his 
longtime former coach, Bill 
Belichick, of whatever ge- 
nius awards he might have 
received over the years. 
Sure, Belichick is closing 
in on becoming the win- 
ningest coach in NFL his- 
tory. But, on the final play 
of a tie game in Las Vegas, 
he apparently signed off 
on the ludicrous decision 
to recklessly toss the ball 
around like it was an offer 
to get in on cryptocurren- 
cy. The Raiders picked off a 
backward throw and stun- 
ningly took it the other way 
for the winning touchdown. 
There have been plenty of 
highlights over Belichick’s 
long career. 
This was undoubtedly as 
low as he’s ever gone. 
With that, we’ll bring down 
the curtain on another 
Newby Awards. 
Thankfully, it appears no 
one is leaving with a slap- 
print across the cheek.q 


Phil Mickelson lines up a shot on the 18th hole during the first round of the Bedminster Invitational 
LIV Golf tournament in Bedminster, N.J., July 29, 2022. 
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No slapping, please, at the 2022 Newby Awards 


